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I met Veronese i: Fribours wher he w=s President &f Italian Catnolic Action ard Vice-
President of Pex “omana-ICHMICA. With -he appreval of Pius XTI he was initiating th
process of consultation trat wou d lead to the ¥irat World Congress of the Lay

Apostolate, orir-inaliv plarned for the Holy Vear 1:50, but that would take place in
October 1951. It was prepared by an international meeting in Rome of "experts" - about
80 - clerical and lay. Soae caze with nary misgivings. Would they be aple freely to
contrisute their experience of new forms of "apostolate™ to meet the needs ofthe
post-war world ? They left convinved that they had helped to prepare a real contribu-
tuon to the Church's missicon in a "world becoming one".They received encouragement
from Pius XIT, brought with deep conviction by 4sgr.Montini : "We are called to build
up the Church. It is Christ who is at work. ~e are his labourers, hig nhelpers...
it is for us to lav t-e first stone of the edifice whuch will ve the Christian
reality of to-morrow". The victor of tre occ sion was Canon Cardijn, fountder of
tre Young Christian Workers Movement. The World Congress would bring new theo-
locical urderstandings, but the keynote - as Cardijn hoped - would be the challenge
of tre modern world. The French sociologist Joseph Folliet suaied up the ex-
perience for the Paris daily paper La Croix { October 24, 1951 ) s

Tor the first time in the annals of the Cnurch nundreds of lay people

met ak the heart of the Eterrnal and urivereal City ... They freely, at times

. hotly, disdussed evervthing related to ther avostolate. The most scrupulous

equallty*~—{?reigned between nations, races, classes and sexes. This will leave an in-
" delible mark on the turning po.rt of this half centumy.

I returned to ¥ribourg from Home. Pax Pomana was preparing its own inter-
national Conaress in Cenada. But, by the end of 1952 , I was back in Rome -
for good, invited by Verorese. There nad been dramatic developments after
the Lav Apostolate Congress, leafing to tne creation by Pius XIL in January
1952, of the "Permanent Committee for International Congresse: of the Lay
Apostclate " ( “COPECIAL" for short! ) with Veronese as ae Secretary -
makine room, as President of talian C.A., for the Vice-Fresident,Luigi
Gedda, who had won great acclaim by h.s mobilization of I[talian Catholic £
forces { includine Catrnolic Action ) to win tre crucial posi-war elections

of 1945 sgainst tre Comrunist Party.

( A recent book - a thesis for t-e University of Fribourg e by a French
priest, Bérnard 2invielle - nhas researched tnis del.cate noment,which
opered up & new chapter in pastoral activity at internatioral level,
lezding up to Vatican If.
On 2% Januarx 1952 a press release 1n L'Osservatore Romano announced tre
creation of COPECIAL. It would be seven years pefore *tne "Committee"
as such became a re:zlity. Wnat emerged and deveioped was a gmall inter-
national s+aff, mairly of women - Italian, French, Argentinian, Australiarn
...with no solid basis except it8 creation by the Pgpe and the con-
vietion and commitment of its mempers, and the help{fof an Ecclesiss-
tical Cormission, smd especially)ef an Feclesiactical Assistant, toe
French Mer.Achille Glorieux, who would later bp the Secretary of tne
Preparatory Commission and the Conciliar Commission on Lay Apostolate
for Vatican IT.Tris was the situition until 1959, when Veronese left
Rome to vecome Director Guneral of UrEsCO.
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For the staff the driving force.behind the Piprat World Congress for tne Lay Apcstolate
( 1951 ) was Maria Vittoria Donadeo from the Girls' Cathol.c Action jlovement in rilan.
In later years she would hecome the cornerstone of a snall Orient®rite Russian nonagstery
in Rome, wnere her dynaaisz would te cranelled irte contemplative 1life and Hussian
spirituality and - ever pefore the fall of the herlin Wall in 1904 - into ocuasional
"apostolic voskws" to Moscow.

Italian Catholic Action also "lent” ¥Maria Carosi, who brought pioneering experience of
international invelvement. She was professionally competent, but far removed from
any inapersonal bureaucracy.[if the Vatican Administration could replace Some of 1us
clerical staff with a few wonen of the calibre and commitment of fMaria and Anna
satracia ( var assistant ) -~ and slso some MOTe recent acquisitions— it would not
orly tenefit froz treir “feminine genius", but would also gain in efficiency and
make Serious gcononies!
Marie-Ange BessqQr came frou Paris and experience with the "Cercle 5t Jean Baptiste"
of Fr.Jean Daniélou. and from two years &5 & missionary in Vietnam; Sara Alonso,
cur Spanish-lunguase expert, was froi a Secular Institute. Cthers would coxe
later,

Wnen Canon Cardijn mafe his first visit, ne would like to have seen a more im-
pressive group than just “these wonen'; but he gave full cooperatiot. Plaus
were mooted for ipternational laity neetings in Africe, Asia and Latin America,
and for an rexperts’ meeting" in May 195%. This was held at Gazzada ( Varese )
in the merth of Ttaly, with 21 ngxperts™, 5 Bisnops fro: different Buropean
countries and & representative of the Holy See.Plans began to take shape &lso
for a Second World Congress, to eguip lay people for treir varied roles in the
mission of the Church. Theological discussion arising out of the Firct
World Congress Was introduced by Gérard Philips, Fietro Pavan and Bamilio
cuano, and the lay viewpoint by Lance Wright from England. Anotrer speaker,
a Dominican, Wwas unlueky enongh to say that the lay person's activity 1in
the social field could only be called apostolate in a me taphorical
sense. Cardijn pounced! "The apostolate is a life and death matter for
the Church. You can't ask that in the name of a metaphur® 4.4 his
fist came down On the table.

NIn December 195%, the first african meeting was held - at Kisubil,
- Uganda. Twe African Biashops (xiatgxxsar&iﬁaisxiimukxpart took part:
viwanuka { Usanda ) and Rugamﬁé ( Tanganyika, later Card.nal Y.
Archbishop James Kno¥ represented the Holy See - tne first Australian
tc be an Apestollc Delegate.‘}\

E‘n 1957 more than 20 Afriéén countrics would De epresented at the

Segcond Woeld COggriﬁﬁlin Rome. .n 1972, afte fhe Council, a Sem.nar

cor all Africa whs held at Acera ( Ghapa™), prepared byfe Com-
mitied, of Africans frem 9 Countriesséhd the Secretariat of
COPECTAL. 7]
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‘p 19599 COPFCIAL became & real "Comsuittee™, with nine members from different countries,

and its Fresident, $ilvio dolzio, President of the University Graduates of [talian

Catholic Action. 7 was mxecutive Secretary. The certral task was the preparation of
the Second World Cougress for the Lay Apostolate. Held in 1957, this would contribute
to an important pnstoral and theological underginning for the Vatican Council's work ou
"Laity" and "The Church in the Modern Werld".

My own task, &as spelt out at the beginning of COPECIAL's existence, should be "study

and documentation". This - a8 T comcented later - proved to be"no sedentary employment"

( surely, an understatement!ﬁ There were meetings and more meetings, meetings tc prepare

meetings, "gxperts'"” meetings, tneologrical meetings, continental meetings - Africa, Asia,
North and South Americe, middle Bast, Buropa -..» Farticipation in meetings pf the Catho-
1ic Tusernational Crganizations and treir "Conference™... Tn 195354, 1 made my one
couplete round the world journey ( including Australia ). There was little time for
tourism, but uy collection of travel brochures was enriched - and my treasure of friend-
ship..

In his History of tne world Congresses of 1951 and 1957, Berpard Minvielle provides
proof, on the one hand of Veronese's confidence in his "staff", and on the other, of
the cordial cooperation received botn from members of the "Iigrarchy" and from "com-
mitted" laity around the world. The travel notes of wy explorative journey for the’
creparat.on of the Second World Congress Show that I was received andﬂdiscussed our
tentative plans with 2 cardinals, Nuncios and other Papal representatives in Asia

apnd Oceania. as well as by 17 Asrchbishops a%%oBishops, as well as by'representatLves
of 55 lay organizationslz‘the most numercus , ti€ Legion of Mary ){j

Chapter 10, "4 Voyage ©OI Discovery" of wy bouk, From a Homan Window recalls these
intercontinental contacts, ¥y visit o sustralia { the first since I left Faris ic
1945, included a orief visit to Melbourne in 1954 to discuss the "ovement" with
B.A. Santamaria, in relation to our preparation for the first Asian Meeting for
the lay Apostolate that was to be held in Wanila in 1955. Santamaria nad plans
for extending the vovepent's influence in Asia which caused sowe anxiety in Rome.
we knewplso of political actions taxen in thne Philippines in the name of Catholic
Action. During the meeting in Wanily the following year, & lecture given by Mgr.
{ later Cardinal ) Pietro Pavan nelped to clarify the situation from a doctrinal
puint of view tarough & clear distinction between "Catholic Action" and "Chris-
4, an-inspired lay action". The doctrine was clear. Its aplicaticonwas another
problem. Santsasriadid Tot -take paTt Sa—the—iloetig. Ar Uw pratt—y
justralia was aism reprosented, Bn the field of Communicatlions , with a Work-
shop introduced by Brian Doyle.
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. From hers thepe will ve guotations from letters to wy prother Edwin {1961, 1967 ), to
fypx @y mother, Tulcie Deamer { 1964-1908 ) and to uy vrother Tony ( 1973 ).

7o Eawin (11.5.81 )

g our office, After five weeks of dusty coexistence with the
workmen who wWere invading our old office apartuenl in Palazzo San Calisto, we are
at last installed in our new abode, having removed nine years of documentation
and hundreds of packages of Congress proceedings from the floor and ormganizing
them on sheives gnd in cupboards.[%;e workmen are & little mystified by ou~
a¢ta€ ent to 80 much #{ppedinenta’; tut it has, a2t leasT, nistorical interesg;:7
TheﬁgbhEtment was international headquarters of pre—war rCcatholic Action', pre-
gided over irternationally by Cardinal Giuseppe Pigzardo.-.

We have been Hovin

March and Aprii&were so unusually fine that prayers Were ordered for
the order was withdrawn just in time to
allow tre Rouan Sull to shine again on & Congress of some 5000 Catholic Women
from all over tre world and, no less iwmportant, on the royal visit. vglisabetta”
and "Filippo" completely gonquered the T+alians and shook wary Republican
convictions. Even Aome, somewnal plasé about visiting leads of State, went all
cut in itis welcome... L managed 1o zet a ticket to see thea pass through the

Vatican on their way to and from their visit to Pope Jonn.

# FebruaT¥s
{ rain..and answered. portinately,

e

-

nuring the ¥ en's CongressSy 1 was ré@d in forfgimultaneous transiation. 1

found myself putting Bisgkop Fulton Sheen Lnxo’TTench - put some of his
humerous awides escaped me .-

(_A packward glance : Our first audience witn John ¥XTIT, in Octover 1929

"La piccinnina“ !



To Bdwin, 13.6.196%

)

Ny omn small doings look very small indee d beside what has been happening in the
Church during these weeks. IT you were following tre radio, you will have been cleser
then I to what was happening, for I left Rome Jjust as the Pope's long apony began.For
the next days I was completely occupied in a meeting near Brussels and only abie to get
news © or 3 times a fay from someone's transistor. ?returned to Roume on Ju:e 5. I was
in the crowd on St.Peter's Square on the evening of 6th when there was a brief
ceremony in iront of the Basilica around Pope John's coffin. T doubt there has ever been
such universal wmourning for anyone. He had succeeded in making the whole human Teel

like one familg. g

Tre cardinals are flocking in and the papers are full of speculations as to the
sUCCESS0T. The Holy Spirit will - fortunately - be deciding the matter. I have

great faith in tne prayers Fope John himself will have orfered for this difficult
succession and for the contipuation of "his" Council... It seens unlikely that,

whoever the new Pope, 1. € Council will not reconvene gore or less as planned .what
ig le: s certain is how long the Couneil will last, if there is no longer the
shadow of death to give .t a srecial urzency...and our future World Cougress is 1o
rapply" tne Council!

For the remote preparztioon of the Cougress.l was at a meeting in London with
Engl.sh, Scottish, Iriéh and Scandinavian delegates. Eefore that, I was in Geneva
with Merie-Ange - a “courtesy visit" to the Worid council of Churches to meet
our "colleagues" in their Departments of the Laity and of Cooperation of Men
and Women im Church, Family and Society. We had been in vagu@ifo?wé long
time, but to weet the people concerned makes prayers and action for "Unity"”
i much more urgent.

4.¥1,196%

You will have read that a few laymen have been admitted to the Council
sessions as "Auditors" Cfne%’awveryh&??y-:exmfin—Eag};sh»}: Most of trem

are chosen from our frierds of the Catholic International QOrganizations.
57 i s I .There is , of course, great
speculation about the possible nomination of women. It will comne, and Pope
Paul would certainly not be opposed ~ but quite a bit of die-hard resistance
js likely in certain ecclesiastical circles. 1 was not made to be & suffra—

gette, buil sowme attituds almost turn we into a feminist!

...The questions discussed are much uure public than daring tue first
session.The textyare still "secret", but journalists get a full suuwuary
and a wealth of theological commentary from experts. There should ve a
generation of newspaper theologiens after the vours spent in this gind of
briefing.

15.%71.1953

The new excitement is the announce.aent by the Pope of his decision to go
on pilrrinaye to the Holg Land st the Epipnany. The first Successor
of St.heter to zo to Jerusalem!l
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To wy uother, Mulcie Neaner

9.5,1964

The Church will never te the same again! At the first session, the Bishops discovered
theitselves, one another and the Church { or, at least rediscovered, in a new way ). Lay
people who have been working for vears with international organizatious no longer get
excited bty & meetirg with 40 or so nationslities. But, for many of the Bishops, the
first impression was wonderment at finding a Brazilian to the right, a Chinese to the
left, en African across the way! With tue second session the "episcopal coliege" began
to emerge in all its upity and diversity { but not in terms of nrocffies” and “baddies",
as you would scmetimes thirk from press comﬂentaries!).

1.11.04 o Tha Chrwreel

At first I thougnt I might net go every day,because of the work accuculating outside.
%ut I have been one of the nost faithful. %part from the intrinsic interest of the
debates, I manage to do a great deal of "work" wnich would otherwise entail much cor-
respondence, by meeting Bishops from far and near or "periti” in the Counecil hall...
I wanage to CTollow the lLatin spesches fairly well, and there are priests to hebp
with translation for those who want it { including a French-Canadiazn , Jean Tillard,
Deminican, of a "progrescive frame of mind, whose face shows what the speaker is

saving ©vefore it has ever heen turned into French! )

In addition to the mornings in St.FPeter's, we are jnvited to commission aweellngs
or. Laity and on "Schema XIII" ( The Church in tie #odern World ), where our rdle
can be more active. The Auditors also have their own meef ings, either to meet
"experts” or to concoct written gontributions...

1.1.65

The Fucha.istic Conzreas in Bombay was a tremendous experience. [t was wonder-
fully orgenized, but ir the fullest sense an act of prayer, of worscip - on a
mammoth scaie, but authentic.
The Pope's visit for the Congress was, ir a way, mtiraculous. No one could
have predicted the reactions of the pecple - nor even less, those of Fope
Paul., In spite of his fatigue at tne end of the Council session, and of the
absold%%:%?’the situation, he nanaged all the tiwe to have exactly tme
right attitude and to find trne right words, which went to the heart of tue
people...Also in his appeal Tor solidarity to help tue world's poor. Fhis
~tior of the whole ides of "dialogk" with
, and alpo in the only
= S Lé:cf Cesiam Suam)

was the besi-toncrete illus
the moderfi world which j
Encyckical that Fore
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...For & week at the bezinnirg of Webruary, about 80 people - 30 to 40 Bishops. theolo—

gizns, & few lgv wen and women and 2 puns - met in an Institute on the banxs of Lago Albano
orposite Castelgandolfo ) a*d worked in sumall gro.ps oy tle various chapters of "Schema XLif=.
I wase in the "fdoctrinal" sub-commigsion - to bring the viewpoint of the non-theologlan!

In the secoggﬁgf Fetruary, a szaller group met in the Vatican to go over the winole "“Schema".
Tt included only 2 lav mez, 2 lay women and one nun ( the American SyiMary Luke Tobin ).

I dor't know:?ﬁa Swiss Guards felt when they admitted women for a meeting oun the "third
floor of the Apostolic Palace", just underpthe Papal apartments. The last meeting before
the Council recpens begins to-norrow awd will last en days , with about 5C Bishops, a

gocd number of "periti™ and a few lay people. OQur job will ve mainly listening, as
befits "Auditors"...

;fYou mentioned the campaign being made for "women priests"”. I have agtrong feeling

{ that it is at least more suitable for priests to be men, but ito date, no satisfactory
! theological reason has been given for excluding women. It is not enocugh to say it has
| "™never been done". I think we shall probably come bask to soazething like tre"deacon-
! nesseg" of the early Crurch...

10. 12.65

Y&he weers of the Courcil were fuller than ever. Even during "vacation" periods

there were Commissicon meetings, especiglly for what is ncw the "Pastoral Constitution
¢n the Church ir the World of Today". ) The last few days were alunost too rull of
history to be realigzed - culmina,ing’in the last Public Session at which nine cen-
turies were skipped over for the Pope to embrace the representative of Athenagoras
ir froat of tie altar of St,Peter's, with the whole "People of God" applauding. Cr
the close of tre Council in rfront of the Basilica, under a mild Dccenber sky, while
Bernini's colonnade embraced one of the bigzest crowds it has yet seen,

We shall be lonely without the Courcil. But, nok doubt, it is cood to be back on

the the "job" and in the crowd- no longer an "Auditor"” on a red plush seat in the
front row.

15.1.6c

vou ask me about the "practical outcome" of the Courcil. That is difricult to
gauge. 1t has certainly effected far greater changes in the Church at all levels
- and in the attitude to the Catholic Church of many outside it - than we could
nave dreazed of wnen Pope John annourced his decision in 1959 to convene it.
{_Suggesticqg/made at that time seern timid indeed - for iustance as regards
“dialogue” witcin the Church and betweer Catholics and other Caristians or non-
‘ Christians.

The Council texts are not perfect. They hardly could be considering the
pressure under which some at least had to be drafted. Hut all can be a Lasis
for far-reaching reform and develovmert, People themselves have changed :

There are some "die-hards" wio have remained in opposition, but even these
will have learned #1lot. 4nd there is the siusple fact that the Bishops of
the world have come to know cne another and to understand better the
situations in which they have to work. The Council hall inside St.Peter's
is being vigorously demolished, but the Council will remain with us, help-
ing the Church to carry ou the work of Christ in the world ...
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1.i.00D

S

mhe next items on TY programme are s
- a meeting of the Post-Conciliar Lay Apostolate Commission — & temporary vody TO work on
points of immediate application for the Decree ON Lay Apostolate;

. talks 1 vave been asked to give, slwavs aboul the Council and its follow-up: near
Raples ( April &5 ), Pisa ( May 4 ), Bari { June 2 Y May 12-15 : a Europeal mee ting
at St.Polten, near Vienna. (ff%%WT#;wkénf@wrbtﬁf“%?ff'D"

The most spectacular impediate follow-up to the Council nwas been the visit of Archbishop
Ramsey. In St.Paul's outside the yalls tre Pope ard the Archuishop prayed gogether, wade
tneir Joint Declaraiion and gave 0one another the Kiss of Peace.

Our own meeting in Warch was waTked in & emall way by this gcunenical development.

It was an "experts'neeting" of a.out 6C pecple, priests and laity, 10 work on the

Programne of our World congress of October 1997 Among them Wel€ five Protestant
QbssTVers fron the World council of Churches, the YMCA and YWCA . ( At the Second
vorld Congress in 1957 there Was one protestant - Dr.Hans Ruedl weber - cautiously
admitted on a press ticket Y. We had a special sudience for tie HExpeTts". Hy a
concourse of circunstances, 1 found wyself standing next to Pope Paul and introducibg
the Observers :

7.8.60

You may nhave seen my name - Wwith your oOwn = cropping up again lately in the EeWS.
1f so, [ rasten to correct 2 ois—statenent. [ have pot been appointed to @
Vatican Committee tc coabat world poverty, orgenize aevelupment OT anytning of
the sort { my qualifications would nardly pe serious ToT suci. a Job) ) . What
actuallgog oggned was tnat on July Ta nprovisional Committee" was created by the
Pope tohsatxup a “blue print” for new structures to be sel up witiin the Holy See,
in accordance with the wishegof the Council - on the one nand for Laily questions
a4 on the other, for "promotional" work to make the Catholic world aware of its
responsibilities sg resards world povertys international Justice, in the light
of the Pastoral Congtituticn on {re Church iu the world of Teday. i
X G LB . . Ayl . i pate]ll .
wWou * e Cardinal Ro¥ from Guébec,, the menbers @IChblSﬂOp castelli and Mer.
nlorieux {rom COPECIAL], yittorino Te1omese, Augus%e~¥ants%eﬁ&aei”fTﬁﬁ*the
Ch?%SIi&n~+¥&ée—U&ieﬁS‘FeéBT ey Johannes‘Seha%if,fromwGe?%an# and myself.
The Committee would work- apldly, mainly thcoggh'“hearings" with outstanding
people associatiiiyit- yatican LI and itg/fﬁllow-up. The dggi ons would,
of Course, remainith tte Pope. (The Few giructures would be set Uup in 1907:
the Counci;/aﬁ/the Laity - today},P6ﬁtifical Council.fof tne Laity - and

the preééht npontifical Council Justice and Peace“.)
—_
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I dc not need tc tell vou what has been nappening over here. From paper clippinge sent
from Ausirzlia and from London, I see that the press has veen after you again about your
"curial" duughter ( "first woman in the Curial” }. In a few yeara if should be so normal
for a wouan to be operating in the Cur.a that no comment will be forthcoming. The post I
Lave been given is Under-secretary ofthe new "Consiliun de Laicis" ( Bouncil ou the Laity ),
{ which would become the "Pontific.¥Ceuncil for the Laitv" in 1976=77 zné be recognized

as a "dicastery" of the Curia )

Coming now to my own programme for 1967, I expect to leave Rome ou February 13, to arrive
in Svdney ( via Tokyo, Seoul and New 7ealand ) on February 27 and leave for Home oOn
sMarch 16. In Austrslia the Cathclic YWomen's lLezgue has arranged a rather fearsome
schedule which will keep me hopping about from Sydney +o Melbourne - Hobart - Adelaide -
BErigbane - Perth and stations ih between ...introducing everywhere the Third wWorld Con-
gress Tor the Apostolate of the laity. to be held in Rome in October 1ljo7 on the theme
"God's People on Man's Journey'- ( The grand finale would be a public meeting in Sydney's
Trocadero for more than 2000 people, in presence of Cardinal Gilrcy and a reprusentative
of the Apostolic Delepate.) .

For Vatican LI, the Bcumenical Crkservers rad been iLvited'through the Secretariat
for Promoting Christian Uuity. Through this same channel COPECIAL was able to invite
for the Worlé Congress Observer-Consult*ants from all the Crti:odox Churches and all
Chrictian communions working at i; ternational level, from tne YMCA, YWCA, the World
Student Christian Federation... 4ll responied by sendibg ori'igial delegates. Even
the Baptist World Alliance, not represented at Vatican [T, sent two Obeervers.
Altogether there were B8 delgated Observer-Consultants. The Suerelary General of
the World Jewifin Congress was a special fuest.

; ( Note The "Pontifical Council for the Laity" has,today, as “embers Cardinals,
%ishops, priests and lay people, men and women; as Consultors biahops, priests

! and lay people. It nas a lay man as Under-secretary , and women and men as

: “afficials", stafi-members. One of the lay Members is a layuwi, AE}an Panoxza,

. from Victoria and th. Charismatic Reneal. )
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"Representing the Holvy See'.

Since Vatican Il there are many wayvs of “representinz the Holy See", also for a lay
person. As well as Under- Secretary in the first lLaity Courcil, I have been (wand~-
theoneiical}y—L‘st%limam) Consulter of the Pontifical Council for Promctink

Christizn Unity, » Yember of tie Pontifical Committee for International huchariszic
Congresses, Member of various Delegaticns of the Holy See ( e.g. fer the World
ronference for International Women's Year, Mexico 1975; for tne Assemblies of the World
Couricil of Churches in Uppsala 1968 and Cancerva 19913 member cof the Women's
Fcumenical Liaison Group between the WCC and the ROC . As well as oy "representation"
I have serwed the Hcly See ( or rope to have served it!)through innumeravle inter-
viewt by press and radioc, both in Rome and during my travels. In the imnvdiate post-
Couwcil period, I gave more than 70 talks up and dwm down Ttaly fr.m Palerwo to
Turin:; invited by the Archbishep of Trent the day after the publicatiocn of the
Conciliar Tecree on Lay Apostolate, I zrrived .ith for only docuzentation the
text of the Decree publishdd in the daily paper.

Ay appointment to tre Pastoral fnstitute of the Pontifical Lateran University
{ the Pope's Urniversity ) gave a pew dimension to my "service of tie Holy See'
and gave access also to other Woman Faculties ot Theology, in spite of my lack
ot any formal gualification fur teaching theology.
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To Tony , 17.56.1973

These are busy weeksyfor everytring n:s to be finished before tne holiday period.

The trip to England { for a mesting of the World Council of Churches } wus good,

but hardly sightsecing. We were for five days in a lodge in the middle of Wicdsor dxeax
@reat Park , with the nearest village siore about & mile and & half away. L-&id

;Kﬁave a quick visit to the heayby Eton College-( we were shown arcund by a courteous

i and lanky youth in moruing coat and striped frousers Y. We had visits from the

ib;rgébishop of Canterbury abd,from'Cardinal Heenan, and from other dignataries...

ﬁ’?eturning to Rome I took off again for two days at G~1llipeli { not the one of
i ANZAC fame, but another, on the Gulf of Taranto, in Italy's "rgot"), where I had
k_ﬁfashly prouised to give talks at & diocesan meeting...and so it goes on.

14.10.73

Since my return to Ho:zg ( from Sydney ), I have been involved almosl con-
tinually in a series of meetings.

My visit to Port Moresby on the way back was good, but it was like ewerging
into a turkish bath after the seauziful days im Sydney. My first afternpon
was a long rush, including two interviews for radio and one for the press, a
visit to the University Chaplain ( clad ouly in shorts when we arrived un-
expecteﬁly); tea with the Sisters of Cur Lady of the Sacred Heart from Ken-
sington; and in the evening, a talk in a parish. The following worning was free,
except for a visit to the Archbishop and lunch with him, but the afterncon
and evening were very full. Next day, on the Kational Day of PNG we took
off early ( they were afraid trhere aight be some trouble during the celebra-
tions ), after, almost alore, I nad attended the Archbishop's ¥ass in nis very

"New Guinea style" cathedral...

11,XL. 7%

This coming week we will have the first full meeting of the Study Commiss—
ion on "Women in Society and in the Church "set up by Pope Paul., It is a
mixed group: 1% wamen. from vaylous parts pf the world and avocations, and
12 men [ 3 laymen, the others theologians, liturgists, eTcC. and a Bishop
as President ). It has given méa 10t of extira work, since there 1s no other
office available for secretarizl help. It brizgs a lot of contact with
feminists of various types, some of them very critical of Pgpg Paul's
approach 1o women's - or rather, to femirists' - positions.lg%he situation
was very different at the time of the Council when a first meeting was
neld at Vicarello near Rome on the initiative of the Secretariat for
Promoting Christian Unity an of the Worid Council of Churches, and
organized through our officqf] One of the feminists visiting us recently
was Betty Friedan, American Jewess, autnor of "The Fewinine Mystique "
( 196% )} and described by TIME Wagazine as the "ijon" of the feminist
novement in the USA. She was received by the Holy Father, after visiits
ip various offices, including ours. She was excited avout the Audience,
and gave Lt considerable publ.city...

( ﬁgﬁg: The last chapter { Concerning Wozen" of my book, From a Roman
Hindow gives quite a 2} a.count of the Comuissio:n, as well as of.
the WOfen's Ecumenical Eiaison Group set up in 1965 between the Wopld
Counicil of Churches and the Catholic Church Ipximpiszmemixaxrezamuerdsasx.

tipnxadepiedxatx¥icaretinxin 1868 3
Xaxo x¥¥em as a follow-up 3t h i :
Ticarello. ) p to the meeting =zt



Audience with Pope Faul VI, 1% Fevruary 1977

R, SR . /3

The Audie:ce was reguested to ask the Holy Father's blessing an @y new task as Ordinary
Professor in the Pontifical Lateran University, after ten yeurs as Under-Secrotary i
what was now the Pontifical Council for the laity. This would rot have been suffficient
reason for “disiurtiag” the Holy Father, especially after the letter of thanks which 1
nad received orn behalf of the Pope from the Cardinal Secretary of State. What T
wardted was the opportunity to submit directly to the Holy Father the problem created

by my departure as regarcs the presence of women within the Roman Curia. I had
prepared a note ou this subject which I wanted +to deliver personally into the Bands
of Paul VI,

Tre Audience was the last of the wmerning, after, the zeneral Audience oif the
VWedrnesday; arrang:d in tnis way by ¥sgr.( now Cardinal ) Monduzzﬂso that I could be
sure of being alone with tne Holy Father.

af'ter greeting me, the Yoly Father invited me to sit beside hin ( his own chair was

very slightly higher then mine ). when everyone else hacé left, ne took wy two
hands in his own, resting them on the arm of his chair. In this way we spoke
together for acout tern minutes.

I began by recalling the long years during which T had had the joy of working
in FRome for tne Church, at first in the COPECIAL with Veronese and then in the
"Consilium de Laicis". The Holy Father asked ne if 1 was still with the Council
on the Laity (1) . 1 explained that the new "Pontifical Council"® excluded this
possibpility. Theﬁfasked me if I was staying in Rome, and I spoke avout my riew
task, the experience I had already had at thi_qugsfs% ¥ ., and how encouraging
I found the "pastoral®™ attitude of the priestﬁj&itﬂ whot nad veen warking. ()
Wnen I said I was lecturing to #+e priest students, he was pleased., He said:
“You can do sc much good! You must speak strongly to priests, speak strongly
to priests!i"

Finally, I asked perm:ssion to speak also apout the presence of woumen in the
structures of the Holy See, He granted the permission willingly, auod I
stressed his own interest and his desire to contribute to women's™promotion" -
whatever peopléwﬁgéfsay about him in this regard. I sumved up rapidly the
contents of my note, which he accepted and procised to read.

¥inally I knelt and, with poth hands on my head, he gave me his blessigmg .

f%mM*ﬁj Vgl

! Mok Ztg; I had known for some time that the new "Pontifical Council
\ for the Laity" would have no "Under-Secretary’ The new
structure had been published in the Motu Propric
Apostolatugs Perazendi  of 10 Decemper 1476. I had been
informed by a telephone call the evening before froa drch-
visnop Benelli that my new task would be,Frofessor in tne
Pastoral Institute of the Lateran University. where [ had
been giving lectures on Laity questions sincel9o7?. I was
to remain as "Consultor" in the new Pontifical Council.
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